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Your Information Booklet

Congratulations and Welcome!

You have now enrolled or updated your enrolment in the National Theatre Ballet School for the year 2008. This booklet is for you to keep and refer to throughout the year and contains valuable information and dates regarding your Ballet School. It gives you – 

Term Dates
Open Week Dates

Performance Dates (Mid Year & End of Year)
Summer School

Rehearsal Dates
Winter School

Class Photos Week
Exam Preparation Intensive

Choreographic Display
Exam Closing Dates

Holiday Classes


Plus a lot more information you will find helpful over the year. Apart from this booklet all students will receive notices regarding special events. We will endeavour to inform parents and students of relevant information required well in advance, so that we can all be well prepared. We ask that both parents and students check the notice boards in the foyer on a regular basis. It is you do so as they are constantly updated with important information.

GROOMING AND MANNERS OF STUDENTS

To allow ALL classes to run smoothly we ask that students follow these simple rules:

1. Students should arrive at the studios with adequate time to dress correctly.

2. All students should wear the correct uniform for their level at all times and hair must be appropriate for the style of class. For all Classical Ballet Classes your daughter’s hair must be worn in a bun. 

3. Students should apologise to the teacher if they are late for any class.

4.     No jewellery of ANY kind is allowed in the classroom or examination room at any time.

5. Sweets and chewing gum will not be tolerated in the classroom.

6. Food and/or drink is not permitted in the studios at any time – except a plastic water bottle.

7. Would parents please advise the Ballet Office, by telephone or in person, if their child cannot attend class.

Staff 2008
Artistic Director

Beverly Jane Fry ARAD Ad. Dip. ABS PDTC

Ballet Administrator

Georgina Butler 

Administration Assistant 

Jillian Irvine

Teaching Staff





Victoria Blidman           Natalya Bobenko          Joanne Canning        Sam Davison               Daniella Manche           Melenie Crowe            Karen Crump
      
 Brooke Lowery             Suzanne Maartensz       Spencer Parker
     Terese Power
           Masami Sato                 Alida Segal

         Anne O’Keeffe
      Eileen Tasker O.A.M  

Matthew Thomson
         Jo-Anne Walters

Pianists

Inessa Berter



       Yvonne Carr 

Gregory Cveigoren                        
       Cameron Fellowes



Anastasia Gardashnikova

       Fiona McConnell 

Moita Mascitti-Meuter           
         
       Nelli Movshovich


Diane Palmer
                                    Polina Ratner-Pavtchinskaia      

Peg Whalley
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A Short History of the
National Theatre Ballet School
In 1935 Miss Gertrude Johnson founded the National Theatre Movement as a future base of the performing arts in Australia; during 1939 the National Theatre Ballet School was opened under the direction of Jean Alexander with a faculty headed by Enrico Cecchetti's pupil Madame Lucie Saranova. The Ballet School was unique in Australia in that it was the first such school attached to a performing theatre, thus enabling its students to have direct contact and involvement with the Sister Arts of Opera and Drama. Under the guidance of Madame Saranova the Australian Branch of the Cecchetti Society was founded with the National Theatre Ballet School as its headquarters; the teaching of the Cecchetti Syllabus provided a direct link with the glorious heritage of the Italian-Russian schools of dance. From its inception until 1948 the School presented two seasons of ballet each year at the Movement's own theatre in Eastern Hill.

With the formation of the professional National Theatre Ballet in 1949, many pupils of the School were to dance within its ranks. The faculty of the School has included many noted names in Australian and International Ballet, among whom should be mentioned Corrie Lodders, Jill Gregory, Serge and Kyra Bousloff, Marie Cumisky, Margaret Earl, Marita Lowden, Valrene Tweedie and Pat Martin. Miss Martin remained connected to the National throughout her entire career; she joined the ballet company in 1944 under Jean Alexander, worked as principal Ballerina until 1949, taught R.A.D. at the school and remained on staff as ballet school Administrator until her retirement in 1979. In 1958 the National Theatre Ballet School moved from it's studios in the old King's (now Russell Cinema Centre) Theatre to newly acquired premises in South Yarra  and later to Toorak Road. During 1971 the Movement purchased the former Victory Theatre at St Kilda which it converted to studios, offices and a performing and movie theatre; the new National Theatre was officially opened on 7th September 1974.

Following the death of Jean Alexander in 1972, the Australian prima ballerina Marilyn Jones was appointed Director of the School; she was joined two years later by Kathleen Gorham who brought with her the teaching methods of the Royal Academy of Dance. With the appointment of Miss Jones as Artistic Director of the Australian Ballet in 1979, Gailene Stock; herself a former principal artist of the Australian Ballet, became the schools’ director, followed by Leigh Rowles and Ann Jenner. In 1995 Marilyn Jones once again took the reins as Artistic Director with Joanne Adderley as Administrative Director. In 1999 Beverly Jane Fry, a former International Ballerina, was appointed Artistic Director.

Many past students of the National Theatre Ballet School became leading teachers of dance including Lorraine Blackburn, Jennifer Steilow, Shirley Jones, Noelle Aitkin, Janet Keyte, Jennie Johnson, William Carse, and Athol Willoughby.

In 1994 the National celebrated the centenary of the birth of Gertrude Johnson. A gala evening in September was presented as a tribute to Gertrude and to coincide with the launch of a new book especially written for the occasion, entitled “National Treasure - The Story of Gertrude Johnson and the National Theatre” by Frank Van Straten. In 2006 Miss Eileen Tasker celebrated 30 years teaching at the National Theatre Ballet School.

Today as the National Theatre celebrates 70 years of dance training excellence, one is reminded of words spoken by Anna Pavlova during her 1929 Australian visit, “The future of dance is its past; one must take something of yesterday, today, to build tomorrow.”

Curriculum
Junior School



Dance Play – Grade 5

Dance Play 
(3- 4 years)

RAD Syllabus

Pre Primary 
(5 years)


Grade 3

( 9 years)

Primary

(6 years)


Grade 4

(10 years)

Grade 1

(7 years)


Grade 5

(11 years)

Grade 2

(8 years)

Ages are a guide only.

The National Theatre Ballet School provides dance training in Classical Ballet, Contemporary, Jazz, Tap, Character and Stage Craft for children from the age of three years. The school’s syllabus is the Royal Academy of Dance syllabus, commonly known as the R.A.D. Annual examinations from Grade 1 up are available for students wishing to follow this examination system. All students wishing to enter for exams must fulfil class attendance requirements and achieve the school’s technical standard. All necessary information will be supplied to all parents in plenty of time for examinations. From Grade 1 onwards an additional class is incorporated into the weekly class schedule. This production class focuses on all performance work required for the Mid Year and Christmas Productions. (See Section 6 Performances). In all dance styles students will be placed in the most appropriate class for their age and experience but are always welcome to attend extra classes outside their own level; just ask the staff for advice on the most suitable classes.

NB – The school requests that enrolled students not attend any other ballet school without permission. Although the school appreciates that the knowledge gained from a wide range of teachers and teaching skills can be good for the student, very often conflict within teaching methods can arise thus confusing the student and lessening progress.

Production Classes

Grade 1 – Grade 5

These classes are to teach students all production dances for both Mid Year Performance and our Annual Christmas Production in December. This class also develops the students’ education of the theatre in areas such as; Stage Craft, Mime, Etiquette and Make Up. Please note that if your child chooses not to attend these production classes, they will be unable to participate in any of our performances.

Curriculum
Junior School
(cont.)
To provide all students with a complete education in all dance forms the N.T.B.S also offers:

Jazz 

Fun, recreational and excellent in improving rhythm, co-ordination and helpful in releasing inhibitions. Jazz is neither syllabus or exam based.

Jazz 1 (7- 8 years)
    

 Jazz 2 (8 - 9 years)

Jazz 3
(9 - 10 years)

Tap 

Fully comprehensive training which is fun and also disciplined. Tap improves co-ordination, rhythm and musicality. 

Term 1 focuses on a mixture of freestyle and syllabus, Term 2 focuses on routines for the Mid year Performances. 

Term 3 is technique based work which leads to an assessment at the commencement of Term 4. Term 4 begins elevated advanced techniques preparing for the coming year.

Beginner Tap
(5 - 8 years)


Junior Tap
(1 - 2 years experience)

Senior School

Intermediate Foundation
(11 – 14 years)


Advanced 2
(15 years plus)



Intermediate


(12 years plus)

Solo Seal
(must hold Advanced 2 Cert.)

Advanced 1


(14 years plus)

Our Senior School is based on The Royal Academy of Dance syllabus with major examinations available for all students with the required technical skills to further their training and qualifications. Exams are optional and a personal decision. 

On successfully gaining your Intermediate examination you are entitled to enrol in the R.A.D Teacher Training course. 

On successful completion you will be a qualified R.A.D registered teacher. This means you can teach R.A.D and enter students for examinations – a possible career path worth considering. Without Intermediate R.A.D this option is not possible. Our Senior School also offers Open Classical Classes which are not syllabus based but designed to extend each student both technically and artistically and enable them to think and perform beyond the structure of a set syllabus. Intermediate students should attend the Pre Senior and all levels above that should attend the Senior open both on Friday evening and Saturday afternoon. Jazz, Tap and Contemporary are recommended to acquire a variety of styles. 

Performance emphasis is enhanced by a weekly production class.

Curriculum

Senior School
(cont.)

The Senior School also provides:

Jazz

Jazz 4

(Inter. Found. – Intermediate)
  
Jazz 5

(Advanced)

Tap

Elementary
(3- 4 years experience)


Inter/Senior
(5 plus years experience) 

Adult Classes

Classical Ballet
Beginners ( 1 – 2 years experience)          Intermediate
 ( 2 plus years experience)

Transition Course

The National Theatre Ballet School is pleased to offer the Full Time Transition Course for 2008. 

This course is held of an evening after normal academic school hours for both boys and girls of Intermediate standard and above. The training is designed to provide students with the strongest possible technical, performance and personal preparation for those who may be considering future enrolment in our 3 year full time course. Consequently, classes are provided in R.A.D, Open Classical, Pointe, Variations, Repertoire, Production, Coaching, Contemporary, Jazz and Tap. 

These will be supplemented by introductory lectures in the History of Ballet and Stage Craft, preparatory lessons in make up and hair. Participating students will be involved in all scheduled school performances as well as special events, as they may arise, thus providing valuable stage experience.

Curriculum 
3 Year Full Time Advanced Diploma Of Arts (Classical Dance)

*1st Year - Certificate IV 
*2nd Year - Diploma      *3rd Year - Advanced Diploma

In February 1994, the full-time course was granted accreditation with the State Training Board (now Victorian Qualifications Authority) as an Advanced Certificate Course.  Apart from the recognition given by accreditation to the standard and quality of training provided by the National Theatre Ballet School, and the prestige of being the first course of it’s kind to be accredited, it also allowed full-time students to apply for Austudy/Abstudy/Youth Allowance and the Pensioner Education Supplement and MET concessions.  In August 1995, the Advanced Certificate course was successfully converted to the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) and re-titled Diploma of Arts (Classical Dance).  In 1996 the course was granted CRICOS approval which allows overseas students to apply for a student visa while studying for the Diploma.  The Diploma course is for both males and females with acceptance by audition only.  The training is designed to provide students with the strongest possible technical, performance and personal preparation for an exciting, fulfilling career in the dance profession. In 2006 our existing Full Time 2 Year Diploma course increased its qualifications with an addition of an Advanced Diploma – 3rd Year.

Our full time course now provides:

Year 1
Certificate lV


(Classical Dance)


Year 2
Diploma of Arts  


(Classical Dance)


Year 3 
Advanced Diploma of Arts
(Classical Dance)

The National Theatre Ballet School is the only private provider school in Australia to offer such 

a qualification.

The curriculum includes Classical Ballet, Pointe, Boys classes/Coaching, Mime, Repertoire – Solo and Corps de Ballet, Pas De Deux, Contemporary, Jazz, Character, Pilates, Stretch/Limber, Drama and Music.

Theory subjects include Anatomy, Dance History, Make-up, Stagecraft, Career lectures, Video Analysis

Body Conditioning, Career Preparations and Diet and Nutrition.  All Full Time students perform throughout the year in our very own theatre on a regular basis gaining essential stage experience for their future careers in dance.  Royal Academy of Dance Syllabus classes are also available as part of their curriculum free of charge during evening Senior classes. For Full Time students wanting to complete the RAD syllabus examinations. 

V.C.E. Dance/V.C.E. VET

The National Theatre Ballet School is pleased to offer V.C.E. Dance and V.C.E Vet Dance Units 1- 4, 

to our senior and Diploma students. Students wishing to do VCE Dance/VCE Vet Dance need only consult the VCE 

co-ordinator at their academic school.  All further enquiries should be directed to the Ballet Office, where information is available and staff will put you in contact with Mrs. Karen Crump, our VCE teacher.

Certificate II in Dance

The National is now able to offer this option to students who can then convert it into a VCE subject if they wish.  As it has a Study score it will contribute to students individual ENTER score.  Completion of 16 modules is required for successful completion.  For further information please contact the Ballet Office and staff will put you in contact with Mrs. Karen Crump, our VCE teacher.

Private Lessons

Private lessons are available to any student wanting at advance their technical and artistical skills.  

If your child is interested please contact the Ballet Office for an appointment with the Artistic Director.  

All private lessons are to be paid in cash prior to the lesson.

Curriculum
Awards and Scholarships

Special awards are presented annually, to students who have shown dedication, consistent hard work and improvement, at the end of year Christmas Break up party. Junior and Senior scholarships 

are also awarded annually to be taken up the following year.  All students receive a certificate 

of participation/achievement at the end of year party.
Change of Address/Class Forms 

Change of address forms will be made available in the ballet office, if you have recently changed address or phone no. 

Please fill in the form and return to the ballet office as soon as possible.  If you decide to change classes for the following term, 

please fill in the form and return to the ballet office by the week seven of the current term.  This will ensure that you receive 

accurate accounts. Forms can also be found on our Website. www.nationaltheatre.org.au Any further enquiries please email: ballet@nationaltheatre.org.au
Lost Property

Lost property will be placed in the baskets, behind the door in the female changing room.

Please Note: These baskets will be cleared on the last Saturday of each month and any unclaimed articles will be donated to the Salvation Army.  School uniforms will be given to the Swap Shop.

Summer School/Winter School

Each year the National runs an ‘On Stage’ Summer School during January, culminating in a performance on the final Saturday.  Everyday Junior and Senior students do class and rehearse on the National’s stage.  This exciting experience gives all students a taste of what it is really like to be a professional dancer and it also breaks down the fears that all students may have about ‘going onstage’.  No other school can offer this training advantage in a students education.  A more detailed brochure will be available mid November.  The ‘On Stage’ Winter School is held during the mid-year break.  Guest teachers and regular staff conduct an array of coaching classes to extend the technical and creative capacities of attending students.  Separate brochures will be available closer to the scheduled dates.

Curriculum
Choreographic Competition & Display
This is a wonderful opportunity for each student from Grade 5 up to experiment and further their education in the art of choreography.  The students will be provided with choreographic classes during Term 3 and will then start preparing their works for their display on Thursday 28 August on the National Theatre Stage (see Important Dates).  

Open Weeks

The last week of Terms 1, 3 and 4 are open weeks for Grade 1 up – this means that parents and friends may watch their children in class and see their progress.  Terms 1,2,3 and 4 are open weeks for Dance Play, Pre-Primary and Primary.  All production classes are EXCLUDED from Open Week for obvious reasons.  Our full-time Course is open to all parents and friends of the N.T.B.S, to watch our most accomplished students at work.  We do ask that parents try to limit the number of very young siblings to open classes.  Excessive noise can be very off-putting to students and other onlookers alike.  

Viewing classes outside of these weeks is possible with prior consultation with the Artistic Director or relevant staff teacher.

Advanced Diploma of Arts Classes

Full Time student’s parents may view any of the Full time classes throughout the year after prior consultation with the Artistic Director Miss Beverly Jane Fry.

Parent/Teacher Interviews

Interviews will be held between 11 and 16 August 2008.  

Appointments for interviews can be made either with the teacher directly or though the Ballet Office.

Complaints/Grievances
These should be reported to the Artistic Director, Beverly Jane Fry or the Administrator, 

Mr. James Richmond who will then record them in the Grievance register for action.

Privacy

The National Theatre observes the provisions of the Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988 (amended 2001).  For further information visit www.privacy.gov.au
Suggestion Box

In order to continually improve the school we invite any suggestions you may have for improvements.  The box is located outside the ballet office or on table underneath the notice board.

Curriculum
Term Dates and Fee Structure

Term Dates

Term 1

Tuesday 29 January  – Friday 20 March 

 

Fees are Due by Saturday 2 February 



NB: Monday 10 March – Public Holiday – No Classes

Term 2

Monday 7 April  – Friday 27 June 



Fees are Due by Saturday 12 April 

NB: Friday 25 April - Public Holiday – No Classes



      Monday 9 June is a Public Holiday – No Classes

Term 3

Monday 14 July  – Friday 19 September 



Fees are Due by Saturday 19 July

Term 4

Monday 6 October – Friday 12 December  



Fees are Due by Saturday 11 October

NB: Monday 3 November is a School Holiday – No Classes

      

Tuesday 4 November is a public Holiday – No Classes



Monday 8 December is a School Holiday – No Classes

All Fees are due at the beginning of every term and must be paid in full 

by the end of the first week of term. 

An overdue fee of $10 may be accrued for each week an overdue account is not paid.
NB:
1)    When a public holiday falls on the Monday, the classes on the Saturday of the long weekend are held 

                   as usual.

2)  Terms finish on a Friday so the missed Saturday classes can be made up at another time.  Staff will advise    

       a suitable class.

3)  Missed lessons can be made up at anytime during the current term.  No discount for absences of less      

       than four consecutive weeks.  (Discounts will be at the discretion of the N.T.B.S.)

Fee & Payment

All fees are payable within the first week every term and a $10 overdue levy may be incurred for every week the account is late. Enrolment is for the full calendar year.  

In line with all other educational institutions the intention to leave the school must be given in writing to the Ballet School Registrar prior to the end of the current term or the following terms fees will be charged.

Accounts for terms fees will be issued prior to the commencement of term.  These will be posted to parents during the last week of the previous term.  Accounts may be paid at the Ballet Office during office hours, by eftpos, mail or over the phone credit card facilities.  Credit card facilities are available (Visa and Mastercard). Receipts for all accounts paid via post or telephone will be attached to the student’s school enrolment form, they will not be posted out.
2008 Fee Structure

Fees Per Term

  45  Mins

$105.00


   5 Hours

$510.00

    1  Hour

$128.00


5.5 Hours

$530.00

 1.5 Hours

$180.00


   6 Hours

$580.00

    2 Hours

$240.00


6.5 Hours

$610.00

 2.5 Hours

$285.00


   7 Hours

$660.00


    3 Hours

$325.00


7.5 Hours

$690.00

 3.5 Hours

$370.00


   8 Hours

$720.00

    4 Hours

$425.00


8.5 Hours

$740.00

 4.5 Hours

$465.00


   9 Hours

$780.00

Transition Course
(9.5 – 12 Hours)




$790.00

VCE Dance/VET

(NTBS Student)



$200.00

VCE Dance /VET

(External Student)


$350.00

Casual rates available on request.

Advanced Diploma of Arts (Classical Dance)

Prices on application at the Ballet Office.

Family Discounts

A sibling discount of 10% is offered for second and subsequent students from the one family.

Private Lessons

30 Min Private Lesson 
$30.00

60 Min Private Lesson
$55.00

Discounts 

1. A sibling discount of 10% is offered second and subsequent students from the one family.

2. A reduction of 5% in the above fees is granted where payment of a full years fees (4 terms) 

    is made in advance.

3. A pro-rata discount is given for students commencing after the second week of the term.

4. No discounts for absences of less than four consecutive weeks. (Discounts are at the discretion  

    of the N.T.B.S). Missed classes to be made up at any time during the current term.

5. No refund is given if a student leaves during the term unless notice is given in writing before the beginning of    term.

6. All fees are non-refundable and non-transferable.

7. Accounts are issued prior to the commencement of term.

8. Only one discount applies to each account, (the highest relevant).

Uniform
In addition to normal classes the official school uniform is required for ALL students for all special occasions such as visiting teachers, scholarships classes, seminars, class assessments etc. It may, at times, also be used as a costume base.

Uniform is Compulsory

The student’s basic requirements are:

Leotards

Tights 

Crossovers

Shoe ribbons and/or shoe elastic

Ballet and/or Pointe shoes (Pointe shoes must be purchased only on the advice of staff)

N.T.B.S jumpsuit/tracksuit

A small hand towel

Uniforms MUST be worn to all weekly classes

In cold weather students may wear the corresponding colour leg warmers to leotard for warm up. Jumpsuits and tracksuits are for warming up prior to class time.

Not Permitted At Any Time

Chewing gum

Jewellery

Patterned leotards

Plastic pants

Hair

All Female students must wear their hair in a bun for all Classical Classes. 

You will need pins, hair net, elastic, a good brush, hairspray and gel. If unsure of how to do this please ask the ballet teacher who will be only too happy to help.

A Point to Remember

Freshly shampooed hair can prove unmanageable and it is recommended not to wash hair on the day of a classical examination or performance. Please refer to diagrams at the end of this section.

Uniform (cont.)
Official School Uniform

Uniform will be available for purchase at the Ballet School – 1st week of Term.

Dance Play / Pre Primary / Primary        

Leotard

Pale blue sleeveless RAD style leotard in cotton, lycra or nylon with scoop neck.

Skirt

Pale blue RAD skirt.

Tights

Pink seamless ballet tights.

Shoes

Pink ballet shoes with ½ inch pink elastic.

Extras

Pale blue crossover is permitted for warmth if desired.

Hair

Hair must be firmly secured in a bun with hairnet, pins and hair elastic. 

This is an essential/compulsory part of dance training that all students must adhere to. Teachers   can help in the technique if required.



A pale blue hair ribbon may be worn if desired.

Dance Play and Pre Primary ONLY are permitted fairy dresses and accessories are permitted 

on occasion.

Grade 1 / Grade 2

Leotard

Pale blue sleeveless RAD style leotard in cotton, lycra or nylon with scoop neck.

Tights

Pink seamless ballet tights.

Skirt
Navy full circle character skirt, mid calf length, preferably with elastic waistband. Own choice of braid to trim around the edge. 

Shoes

Pink ballet shoes with ½ inch pink elastic.



Black canvas RAD syllabus style character shoes with low heel.

Extras

Pale blue crossover is permitted for warmth if desired.

Hair

Hair must be firmly secured in a bun with hairnet, pins and hair elastic. This is an essential/compulsory part of dance training that all students must adhere to. Teachers can help in the technique if required. A pale blue hair ribbon may be worn if desired.
Grade 3 / Grade 4 / Grade 5    

Leotard

Navy sleeveless leotard.

Tights

Pink seamless tights.

Skirt
Navy full circle character skirt, mid calf length, preferably with elastic waistband. Own choice of braid to trim around the edge. 
Shoes

Pink ballet shoes with ribbons (no elastic).

        

Black canvas RAD Syllabus style character shoes with slightly higher heel. 

Extras

A navy crossover is permitted for warmth if desired.

Hair

Hair must be firmly secured in a bun with hairnet, pins and hair elastic. This is an essential/compulsory part of dance training that all students must adhere to. Teachers can help in the technique if required. A hair ribbon may be worn if desired.

Intermediate Foundation    

Leotard

Burgundy sleeveless leotard 

Tights

Pink seamless tights.

Skirt

Chiffon skirt 

Shoes

Pink ballet shoes, pink demi pointes, pointe shoes. All shoes to have pink ribbons.

Extras

Burgundy crossover may be worn for warmth if desired.

Hair

Hair must be firmly secured in a bun with hairnet, pins and hair elastic. 

A hair ribbon may be worn if desired.

Uniform (cont.)
Official School Uniform (cont.)

Intermediate 

Leotard
Lilac leotard with option of either cap sleeve, sleeveless or shoestring (available from Sansha).  

Tights

Pink seamless tights.

Skirt

Chiffon skirt (available from N.T.B.S).

Shoes

Pink ballet shoes, pink demi pointes, pointe shoes. All shoes to have pink ribbons.

Extras

Crossover may be worn for warmth if desired.

Hair

Hair must be firmly secured in a bun with hairnet, pins and hair elastic. 

A hair ribbon may be worn if desired.

Jazz 
Level 1
 

Leotard

Mulberry leotard

Tights

Beige matte tights

Shoes

Beige jazz shoes

Extra

Black skirt or hotpant

Jazz 
Level 2 / Level 3
 

Leotard

Mulberry leotard

Tights

Beige matte tights

Shoes

Beige jazz shoes

Extra

Black hot pant

Jazz 
Level 4 / Level 5

Leotard

Mulberry leotard

Tights

Beige matte tights

Shoes

Beige jazz shoes

Extra

Black jazz pant

Uniform (cont.)
Official School Uniform (cont.)

Tap
Beginner / Junior 

Leotard

Mulberry leotard

Tights

Beige matte tights

Shoes

Camel strap buckled tap shoes with flat heel 

Extras

Black skirt or hot pant

Tap
Elementary

Leotard

Mulberry leotard

Tights

Beige matte tights

Shoes

Camel strap buckled tap shoes with flat heel (Grade 2)



Camel strap buckled tap shoes with sports heel (Grade 3)

Extras

Black hot pant

Tap
Intermediate
 / Senior

Leotard

Mulberry leotard

Tights

Beige matte tights

Shoes

Camel strap buckled tap shoes with sports heel

Extras

Black jazz pant

Contemporary

Black leotard and tights or black unitard. 

Bare feet or black or white socks.

Boys – All Grades

Navy footless tights. 

White short sleeved leotard. 

White socks. 

White ballet shoes with white ½ inch elastic.

Please Note
No other uniform is permitted. No T- shirts are to be worn loose over tights.

A well fitted white T- shirt may be worn as an alternative but it is to be tucked into the tights.

Jazz Classes


White Bonds T-shirt or white leotard


Straight leg track pant – black


Black jazz shoes

Advanced Diploma of Arts (Classical Dance)

Please see separate brochure for uniform requirements.

Examinations and Assessments

Classical Ballet

R.A.D. Graded Examinations in Dance

Examinations are not compulsory but will be offered to all students who have attained 

the necessary standard.  To enable students to reach this standard, basic class requirements 

are as follows:

Grade 1

2 technical classes per week

Grade 2

2 technical classes per week




Grade 3

2 technical classes per week





Grade 4

2 – 3 technical classes per week




Grade 5

2 – 3 technical classes per week


The Royal Academy of Dance (R.A.D) conducts one children’s grade examination session annually in July/August. Examination is by selection only. Students must show the necessary technical skills and emotional capabilities to be considered for selection.  The Artistic Directors’ decision is final.

Students must attend all scheduled technical classes for their Grade throughout the year 

to be eligible for the selection.

When available from the R.A.D, students will receive detailed information together with an entry form during March/April 2008.

RAD Intensive Graded Exam Week
In addition to attending normal classes examination candidates will be required to:

Attend Winter School 7-11 July during the second term break- COMPULSORY
Comply with all uniform requirements

Comply with all entry fees and extra classes

Winter School for Seniors
Holiday classes will be conducted during the break following Term 2, from 7 July – 11 July 2008.

Sunday Mock Exam

A Graded mock exam will be conducted on the Sunday prior to the commencement 

of the exams. This exam is COMPULSORY  for all exam candidates. Artistic Director Miss. Beverly Jane Fry will act as examiner on the day and all students will be presented with a written report. When exam dates have been received from the R.A.D. dates and times of the mock exam will be posted on the school noticeboard.

Examinations and Assessments (cont.)

Classical Ballet

Vocational Graded Examinations in Dance

The R.A.D Vocational Graded Examinations in Dance (formerly Major Syllabi), are quite different 

to the Graded Examinations as they are designed to develop the strong technique base needed 

for a professional career if the student should so choose. This does not mean that only ‘intending professionals’ should consider these examinations as they are within the reach of most students, provided they understand that the standard required for a Pass at Vocational Graded Examination level is considerably higher than in the Graded Examination Syllabi.

It is therefore necessary for students to attend an absolute minimum of three lessons weekly over the two year period if they wish to make the Vocational Graded Examinations. It is also strongly recommended that students attend as many additional classes as possible.

As with the Graded Examinations, the Vocational Examinations are not compulsory but will 

be offered to all students who have attained the necessary standard.

Potential candidates will be selected prior to the examination session now held in June/July.

Potential candidates MUST attend a week of holiday classes prior to examination AND  

any additional Sunday classes.

Holiday Classes

Major exam holiday classes will be conducted as follows: 

Term 1 School Holiday break  25 - 28 March and 22 - 26 September 

Times of classes will be posted on the school noticeboard.

Please Note

During all Term Breaks the N.T.B.S provides an open classical class every morning for students Intermediate Foundation standard and above. 9.30 – 11.00am Monday – Friday

Performances

Mid Year Performance

At the end of Term 2, on Saturday 28 June and Sunday 29 June – all students from Jazz, Tap, Contemporary and Classical (Grade 1 upwards) will be involved in 2 mid year performances on the National Theatre stage. This performance has come to equal the large, lavish production that is staged at the end of the year. It gives students the opportunity to experience the excitement of dancing on stage in front of an audience and also provides pleasure for the parents and friends who watch them. Extra rehearsals will be required for this performance. Dates and times will be posted on the school noticeboard closer to the time. 

(Please see Important Dates Page 22).

Annual Performance
The N.T.B.S mounts a major professional production every year with 4 performances over 3 days. Production dates for 2008 are 5, 6, 7, December. Participation is optional, but students must attend a suitable number of technical classes and all production classes to be eligible for inclusion in the production. All students from Dance Play, production classes for Grade 1 upward and Diploma are involved, and it is a very exciting and hectic time. Rehearsals start in all production classes the beginning of Term 3 and students must attend regularly to acquire all the skills and knowledge required. Extra rehearsals are scheduled closer to production time and these extra dates will be forwarded to all parents in the form of a special notice and also posted on the school noticeboard. Sunday rehearsals for both casts will be compulsory. (Please see Important Dates Page 22). A Production Information Booklet will also be given to each student at the commencement of Term 4. This booklet will include all details of the production requirements including rehearsal dates etc. It will also include a Production Assistance form. This form is for parents who are willing and able to help and offer assistance in the form of dressers, make up artists, runners, front of house staff and backstage hands. Mounting the annual production is an enormous task and parents are advised that they will be unable to come into the studios during dress rehearsals and/or performances unless rostered to help. When placements are finalised 

all assisting parents will be issued with either a Studio Pass or a Backstage Pass depending 

on their role.

Dates and rehearsals for the 2008 Annual Production are as follows:

Production
Friday 

   5 December 2008

7.30pm



Saturday 
   6 December 2008

2.30pm



Saturday
   6 December 2008

7.30pm



Sunday

   7 December 2008

2.30pm

Students should arrive at the Ballet School at least 1 hour before the production with hair and make up already done. 

Rehearsals
Sunday 
23 November 2008

Blue Cast



Sunday

30 November 2008

Yellow Cast

More specific details will be included in the Production Information Booklet.
Performances (cont.)

Approximate times for rehearsals during Production Week are as follows:

Monday

December 1
Blue Cast
Junior School
4.30pm –   8.00pm       

                                                                       
Senior School
8.30pm – 10.30pm

Tuesday
December 2
Yellow Cast
Junior School
4.30pm -   8.00pm







Senior School
8.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday
December 3
Blue Cast
Junior School
4.30pm –   8.00pm







Senior School
8.30pm – 10.30pm

Thursday
December 4
Yellow Cast
Junior School
4.30pm -    8.00pm







Senior School
8.30pm – 10.30pm

Rehearsals times for Senior students may alter depending on the content of the production.

Cast Blue and Yellow apply only to Dance Play, Pre Primary, Grade 1 and Grade 2. 

All other students must attend all rehearsals.

Wednesday and Thursday are full dress rehearsals and students are to arrive with hair and make up already done.

All Dress Rehearsals are compulsory as it is essential to have the entire cast present in order for the production to run smoothly. Students who do not attend the rehearsals on a regular basis may be excluded from the production. 

Please note that extra rehearsals may be scheduled closer to the production.

NB:
Students who do not attend regular production classes will be excluded from the production.


Closer to production, assistance will be required from parents in the form 

            of dresser, make up artists, runners, front of house staff and back stage hands. A large notice will be posted 

            on the noticeboard please just write your name in the appropriate box

           Because of the enormous task of mounting the Annual Production, parents 

           are advised that they will not be permitted into the studios during 

           dress rehearsals and performances unless rostered to help.

Performances (cont.)

Production Levy

The Production Levy you pay is not merely a costume hiring fee. It contributes to the cost 

of many areas within the production. For example, in 2007 production costs included:


Theatre: including power, heating, cleaning, theatre technicians and consumables.


Ticketing: including printing and distribution.


Programs: including graphic design, photography and printing.


Staff costs: including ushers, theatre manager, stage manager, sound and lighting.


Recording costs for music.


Cost of materials for sets and properties.


Cost of materials for costumes and millinery.


Outside hiring costs for sets, backcloths and costumes.


Sound equipment hiring fees including operator.


Lighting costs: including hiring of extra lights and special effects.

As you can well appreciate these costs soon add up and the main source of revenue for the Production Team is 

the Production Levy, candy bar and raffles held.

Please understand that if you are asked to help in some way with the costumes or props for your child’s class it is for the benefit of your child. You may feel it unfair especially when you have just paid a levy or you may have too many other commitments. But if you can help in any way we can ensure that the high standards achieved in the past can be maintained and improved upon.

Each class needs a volunteer Class coordinator during production time.  If you able to help please write your name on the production notice. All assisting parents will be issued with either a Studio Pass or a Backstage Pass depending on their role. Please take time to introduce yourself to your Class coordinators and ask what the production requirements are for your class.

Please Note: Only those students who have paid the Production Levy and who attend regular classes will be included in the production. 

*** Monday December 8 - School Holiday – No Classes *** 

Canteen and Fundraising

The profits from the canteen provides necessary funding towards the costs of the Mid year 

and Annual Christmas Production. This counter needs to be open each evening during classes, and of course, on Saturdays. If you are prepared to help please leave your name and telephone number with either Heather King or Marion Fry(canteen on Saturdays) or at the Ballet Office.

There are plans to run several special events, including sausage sizzles and raffles during 

the year to assist in raising funds. Volunteers are welcomed with open arms! Anything that you may be able to donate for a raffle would be greatly appreciated. Any suggestions or ideas you may 

have for fundraising and/or you are able to spare some time helping with this would be welcomed. Please contact the Ballet Office if you are able to help.

Swap Shop

The Swap Shop sells second hand NTBS uniform items, shoes and other ballet gear. The person to see is Jenny Vlahandreas who will be available Mondays between 5.00pm – 6.00pm 

and Saturdays between 11.30pm – 1.00pm. You are welcome to hand in items for sale, 

(clearly marked with your full name and contact telephone number), 

to either Jenny Vlahandreas or the Ballet Office.
Important Dates to Remember – 2008
Orientation Day – Diploma Students



Tuesday 29 January

Junior & Senior School Start Date



Tuesday 29 January
Diploma Demonstration Term 1



  
Thursday 20 March

Choreographic Class – Junior 




Tuesday 29 July

                                                                                              
Tuesday 5 August

Choreographic Class – Senior




Friday 1 August

                                                                                           
    
Friday 8 August

Approx. Start Date for RAD Major Exams Option 1         
 
Thursday 30 April TBA
                                                          
Option 2

Monday 27 August TBA
Stage rehearsals for Mid Year Performances                                  Sunday 22 June

                                                                                              
 Monday 23 June

Dress Rehearsals for Mid Year Performance

             Tuesday 24 June (evening only)

                                                                                               
 Friday 27 June

Mid Year Performance




             Saturday 28 June (7.30 Evening)






                                       Sunday 29 June (2.30 Matinee)

Winter School &

Compulsory RAD Intensive for all Examinees Grade 1- 5

Monday 7 – Friday 11 July

Approx. Start Date for Vocational Graded Exams


Monday 2 June TBA
Parent/Teacher Interviews by Appointment

 
 Monday 4 – Friday 8 August

Choreographic Display





Thursday 28 August

Term 3 Diploma Demonstration




Friday 19 September TBA
                                                                                                        Saturday 20 September TBA
Sunday Class Photos





TBA

Diploma Assessments





Monday 20 – 24 October

NTBS School Holiday





Monday 3 November

Blue Cast Sunday Rehearsal/Photos



Sunday 23 November

Yellow Cast Sunday Rehearsal/Photos


 
Sunday 30 November

Production Week





Monday 1 – Thursday 4 December

Annual Production





Friday 5, Saturday 6, Sunday 7 December

NTBS School Holiday





Monday 8 December

School Break Up Party





Saturday 13 December
Summer School 2009





TBA

Public Holidays




                         Labour Day
Mon.10 March





                                                                              Anzac Day     
Fri.25 April

                                                                                                
Queens B/D   
Mon.9 June







Cup Weekend
Mon.3 November

Cup Day        
Tue.4 November 


Cnr Barkly & Carlisle Sts., Vic 3182


Ph 03 9534 0224  Fax 03 9593 6366


Email:� HYPERLINK "mailto:ballet@nationaltheatre.org.au" ��ballet@nationaltheatre.org.au�


www.nationaltheatre.org.au
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National Theatre Ballet





Studio 7 Dancewear	Dates open at National Theatre Ballet School in Studio 3 by Canteen




















January 29, 30, 31,  3pm – 6.30pm	Saturday 2 February 11am – 6.30pm	Saturday 9 February  11am – 4.30pm February 1,	      3pm – 6.30pm	Saturday 12 April      11am – 4.30pm 	Saturday 19 July       11am – 4.30pm                                                           	                                                Saturday 11 October 11am – 4.30pm
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